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Checklist for Preparing to reopen Faith Formation Gatherings 
Prepared by the Office of Faith Formation, Diocese of Erie 
Draft updated July 13, 2020 
 
These guidelines may be relevant for any faith formation activities happening at a 
parish, including but not limited to: Religious Education classes, young adult/youth 
ministry gatherings, small group sessions, adult formation activities, Bible studies, etc. 
 
 

General Overview from the CDC: 

Source: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/large-events/considerations-for-events-gatherings.html 
 
If you are going to gather in person for your programming, please heed the following 
checklist in collaboration with your staff/volunteers and pastor. If your ministry is part of 
a parish partnership, ensure all supervisors are committed to the path forward. If there 
is a discrepancy between supervisors’ preferences, you must at a minimum follow the 
CDC’s guidelines. 
 
Distancing & Ventilation 

 Is your seating arranged for people from different households to be at least 6’ 
apart? 

o Be aware that rearranging seating in classrooms or meeting spaces may 
change the capacity of the room, and you may have to adjust your 
scheduling accordingly to accommodate all of your participants. 

 In an area where physical distancing isn’t possible (i.e. engaging with a 
receptionist), are you able to install plexiglass or some other physical barrier? 

 Are you able to have your event outdoors? 
o If not, then hold your event in a room where there can be plenty of airflow, 

even if open windows/doors mean folks might get a bit warm or chilly. 
(Encourage participants to dress for the weather!) 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/large-events/considerations-for-events-gatherings.html
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o If air conditioning will be used, be mindful of airflow ventilation patterns 
and circulate airflow with an external source, not with recycled air. 

 
Read more from where these ideas came from: Social Distancing and Ventilation. 
 
Masks 

 Do your participants know they are expected to wear a mask or face covering 
(i.e. face shield)? 

 Do your instructors/facilitators know they are expected to wear a mask or face 
covering? 

 Do you have a plan for who will enforce masking policies that your parish decides 
upon? Are those people familiar with best practices, including the people that are 
not required to wear masks? 

o Are your staff/volunteers trained consistently about how to implement your 
guidelines, so you can be a united front in any situation? 

 Have you read the CDC guidelines on how to approach masking for young 
children, people with disabilities, and indoor vs. outdoor events? 

 
Read more from where these ideas came from: Masks 
 
Hygiene 

 Have you made sanitizer available in your meeting space, or expressed a 
requirement that your guests must bring their own? 

 Have you communicated that guests must sanitize or wash their hands after 
sneezing, coughing, and before/after eating? 

 If your group typically shares food, have you modified your practice so that 
guests don’t share dishware, cups, or utensils (including serving utensils) and are 
able to maintain physical distancing in serving and eating areas? 

o Eliminating shared food all together would be an easy workaround, if not a 
desirable one. 

 Do you have plans to clean and disinfect contact areas daily? Have you/your 
cleaning team read the CDC guidelines on cleaning and disinfecting? Do you 
have the cleaning products you need? 

o Consider not only your meeting rooms, but also restrooms, food 
preparation spaces, computers, or other shared equipment. 

o Items that are challenging to disinfect, like books, may need to be put 
away in storage temporarily. 

 
Read more on where these ideas came from: Hygiene, Food, Food Sharing, Cleaning 
 
Staying Well 

 Have you instructed your participants to stay home if they have any symptoms of 
COVID-19 or been in contact with someone who tested positive for COVID-19 in 
the past 14 days? 

o Are you comfortable taking them at their word? Or do you want to require 
extra measures, like a daily temperature check? 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/social-distancing.html
https://english.elpais.com/spanish_news/2020-06-17/an-analysis-of-three-covid-19-outbreaks-how-they-happened-and-how-they-can-be-avoided.html?ssm=FB_CC&fbclid=IwAR0GSZj1kFKWVIF2Hiz4ktk9Rp9cLIIEQBUmgNQub1wq_H6SWXoL5HJxyHA
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/cloth-face-cover-guidance.html#not-wear
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/cloth-face-cover-guidance.html#feasibility-adaptations
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/about-face-coverings.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/disinfecting-your-home.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/food-and-COVID-19.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/shared-housing/index.html#common
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/reopen-guidance.html
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o Do you prefer to document their testimony with each session, so you can 
have a record of asking every person if they are symptomatic or been in 
contact with someone who has COVID-19? If so, who will keep these 
records? 

▪ If you prefer to document this, have you thought through the 
implications of how a daily documented check will change the tone 
of your gathering? How will you balance that change of tone? 

 Have you communicated that immunocompromised or otherwise high-risk 
individuals should not attend your events? 

o Have a conversation with your staff/volunteers: What if someone attends 
your event who is immunocompromised? How will you respond? The most 
important thing is to have a united front as a leadership team so you can 
be consistent about how you respond. 

 
Read more from where these ideas came: Events/Gathering, Quarantine/Isolation 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/large-events/considerations-for-events-gatherings.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/quarantine-isolation.html

